Assessing the utility of genetic tests.
Genetic testing is a rapidly expanding area with many clinical applications. While the introduction of new genetic tests creates tremendous potential for improving patient care, it is essential to adequately evaluate these tests to ensure their accuracy and utility for clinical practice. This article describes a general approach to the evaluation of genetic tests and discusses common challenges that evaluators face. This article's goal was to provide a starting point for those who are concerned with the safety and utility of genetic tests to develop an overall strategy to perform the assessment.